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Of, Chak to. f. e ——— whey of religi 


ng charaQeriſties 


Very eee 


mot excellent " di 
_ Ciples of Him who did no violence, — Arya 


. teaching a re founded in love. E 4 
- which is calcul to diffuſe ney ha religion 9 | 
- conſiſts in love to all — 


_ very friepd of man and — — Among the 


various publications inculcating the o_— of candour and 


| liberality, there are few Thich deferve mort attention 


the following Eſſay, compoſed hy that arnament.of religion 
of kuman nature, the late Rev. R. done. of e 
* — the ruſal of this, a3 well as every us every oder art of 
his writin give every 
2 
ſorce an icui 
of the Effay, and the eh ea; Aa Au "as os as the 
general neceſſity of inculcating-the the Nahas "is contains, and 
. the difficulty of enforcing them from the 1 2 
ring the charge of being a dry 9 and a legal preacher, are 
the reaſons which induced an admirer of this compa jon to re- 


of the Church will render. is very uſeful to his-orthod 
brethren, to whoſe ſentiments he deems it his hogour 
Y | bappineſs wb conſtant and uowzvering friend. 12 


Y \ l 4 
"I 1 ST -ETOE 2 999 (£3 0 23 
. i) 0 7 


q . g * 1 
1 


[JOOKS; Want have 1 lah IVY 
this kind ſhould be 


9 2 Llp 


5 


— "freſh occaſion to e > * | 


ichout idcur-" 


1 — it. He therefore fincerely hopes that: the benenalent 


good tempered z they hen 
| conciliate eſteem, and like a walkbred man give n 


_ 


offence; perhaps always communicate leifares: / 
l was ſaid of our bloody Mary, that {149 60k oy 
a 1 * of an . 


plify Liberality of Sentiment. 


form of the body of reli 
of the; 
generoſity,” which; ſtrictly ſpeaking, rather accom- 


rr 
- 


0 the gratifying of our paſſions, to the company 


[46:3 


Pity, any one ſhould diſcover. ſour moroſe tem- 
pers, who profeſs a religion all founded and finiſh- 
ed in love! I with, for the ſake of juſtice as well as 
general utility, this publication may always exem- 

By ſentiment I mean opinion, and particularly re- 
ligious opinion; the notion, idea, or judgment we 
gion in the whole, or any 
e it. By /iberality I mean 


parts that com 


panies ſentiment. than goes into the nature and 
oſſence ol it. It would be ſpeaking more accurate- 
ly to ſay, ſuch a man is a perſon whoſe religious 
ſentiments ate accompanied with a liberality and 
generoſity of heart towards others who do not 
adopt his ſentiments, than to ſay in a vague man- 
ner, ſuch a perſon is of liberal ſentiments. This is 


too general, and I will explain myſelf. 


A man of liberal ſentiments; muſt be diftinguilh- 
ed from him who hath 10 religious ſentiments at all. 


Nothing is more common than to meet with peo- 
ple who have never turned their attention to reli 


gion. Whether it be owing to the natural little- 
neſs of the mind, or to the neglect of education, or 


we keep, the occupations we follow, or the vain 


proſpects of future enjoyments in life, or to any 


other cauſe, the fact is too well eſtabliſned. The 
Archbiſhop of Cambray ſomewhere reſembles ſuch 
a perſon to a man in diſtreſs for money, who 


- would go into a room, receive, and reckon, and en- 
joy a large ſum, without being able to tell, after he 


came out, any thing about the dimenſions or the 


decorations of the room. The money, the money, 


( 8.3) 


the object of all his hopes and fears, had filled all 
the capacity of his little ſqul. So, many men enter 
into the world and quit it. Let not people of this 
claſs try to conceal the vacuity of their hearts under 
the ſpecious pretence of liberality of ſentiment. 
Let them rather 'blaſh for not being able to tell 
whether there be a God, or whether-he have ſpok 
en, or what he hath ſaid to mankind. 

- The man I mean to commend is the man of /en- 
timent. He hath feriouſly and effectually inveſti- 
gated, both in his Bible and on his knees, in public 
aſſemblies and in private converſations, the impor- 
tant articles of 1 He hath laid down prin- 
ciples, he hath inferred conſequences; in à word, 
he hath adopted ſentiments of his W . 

Nor let us confound the man of liberal ſontimerits 
with that tame, undiſcerning domeſtic among. good 
people, who, though he has ſentiments of his on, 

yet has not judgment to eſtimate the worth aer 
value of one ſentiment beyond another.: I 
truths. equally clear may not be of equal di 

and importance. Can the poſture in which ad. 

dreſs God, ſuppoſe it ſeriptural, be as important as 

the temper in which I pray to him? People of this 
.claſs divide into two parts, the one have no eſſentials, 

and the other no circumſtantials in religion. The 

man, who would conceal. this iguôrance and in- 
difference under pretence of liberality of ſentiment, 
reſembles Solomon's idiot, and ſays, <,one event 
happeneth to the clean and to the uncleag: as is the 

good, ſo is the ſinner; and he eee as he 

that feareth an oatl “ & te; 

Out of the hive of thoſe, mi bare no circum» 
anti, the objects of toleration in religion, coma 
45 2 3 | a 


not 
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2 third claſs, who indeed have ſentiments, and juſt 
ſentiments, but who hold them in the unrighteous 
diſpoſitions of cenſure, ſlander, and perſecution. 
Moroſe and fierce as a ſtormy winter day, their aſ- 
pect lours, and all their efforts damage the humble 
traveller, whoſe ruſty cloak ſeems to him a nobler 
gift af God han all the mighty powers that endan- 
ger his comfart and his life. A generous ſoul will 
-abſtain from injuring the. innocent, plun- 
-dering the widow, and pillaging the orphan; but, 
to uſe a fine expreſſion of a prophet, he will deſpiſe 
the gain of oppreſſion, ſhale hit bands from holding 
of bribes, ep hit cars. from _— of dlaod, and 


: Jhut bis ezes from ſeeing evil. 


— ̃ K— 40 8 88018 
rephy 0 You have 
eee — Abe 


faith; but your faith or your ſome- 
s hatred to:me! Tou are an eloquent 
* 5 You sing with har- 
y3 but you your 
* Think fer 


orator ;. "but 


oem eee 

to me? The man of liberal ſentiments is 

— to be of the ſentiments of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and in Jeſus Chriſt there are two admirable perfec- 
tions, the one extenſive eee 
„„ ee : z | 
We ſhould extend this ſubject to 1 improper 
| length, were we to deſcribe the — liberality 
3 tument; and to enforce RIP Nr A 
N * Ro 2 ? £ A 
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A generous believer of the chriſtian religion, in 
whole or in part, will never allow himſelf 4 try to 
propagate his ſentiments by the commiſſion of fin. 
No colluſion, no bitterneſs, no. wrath, no undue in- 
- fluence of any kind, will he apply to make his ſenti- 
ments receivable; and no living thing will be leſs 
happy for his being a chriſtian; . He will exerciſe 


his /liberality by allowing thoſe who differ from 


him as much virtue and integrity as he poſhbly can. 
He will ſay, Have I read the ſcriptures ? ſo have 
they. Have I ſet God alwaysbefore mer ſo havethey. 
Do. act up to my beſt light ? fo do they. Are they 
fallible? ſo am. Have they prejudices and paſhons? 
ſo have I. Have we both one Maſter, and axe we fel- 
Jow-ſervants? and muſt we all give an account to the 
Judge of the world, of the deeds done in the body? 
The wiſeſt and the beſt way then is, to render the pre- 
ſent life happy by agreeing where we can, and, 


nts o 


where we cannot by agreeing, to differ. 
There are, among a multitude of 


enforce ſuch a diſpoſition, the following worth ouỹ 


. -! . ] 
Firſt, We would exereiſe liberality in union with 
ſentiment, becauſe of the different capacities, advay- _ 
tages, and taſks of mankind. i Religion employs the 
capacities of mankind, juſt as the air employs ther 
lungs and their organs of ſpeech. The fancy of 
zone is lively, of another dull. The judgment of 
one is elaſtic, of another feeble, a damaged ſpring. 


+ The memory of dne is retentive, that of another 


is treacherous as the wind. The paſſions. of this 
man are lofty, vigorous, rapid; -- thoſe of that man 
crawl, and hum, and buz, and, when on wing, fail © 


only round the circumference'of a tulip. Is it con- 


ecivable that capability ſo different in every thin 


— 


— 
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elſe ſhould be all alike in religion ?—The advantages 
of mankind differ. How ſhould he, who hath no 
mg no books, no tutor, no companions, equal 
| Him whom Providence hath gratified with them all; 
1 Who, when he looks over the treaſures of his own 
| | knowledge, can ſay, This I had of a Greek, and 
I that T learnt of a Roman; this information I ac- 
- quired of my tutor, that was a preſent of my father; 
à friend gave me this branch of knowledge, an ae- 
quaintance bequeathed me that? — The fat of man- 
kind differ, ſo I call the employments and exerciſes 
of life. In my opinion, circumſtances make great 
men; and if we have not Cæſars in the State, and 
Pauls in the Church, it is becauſe neither Church 
nor State are in the circumſtances in which they 
* were in the days of thoſe great men. Puſh a dull 
mmanan into a river, and endanger his life, and ſudden- 
ly he will diſcover invention, and make efforts be- 
 yond himſelf. The world is a fine ſchool of inſtrue- 
tion. Poverty, ſickneſs, pain, loſs of children, 
treachery of friends, malice of enemies, and a thou- 
/ fand other things, drive a man of ſentiment to his 
| Bible, and, ſo to ſpeak, ring him home to a repaſt 
with his benefactor, God. Is it conceivable that he, 
_ . whoſe young and tender heart is yet all unpractiſed 
"in trials of this kind, can have aſcertained and taſted 
fo many religious truths as the ſufferer has? 
- -- Secondly, * We ſhould exerciſe liberality along 
with our ſentiments, becauſe of depravitirs as well 
as imperfections of mankind. The patrons of error 
and vice have known mankind too well to hazard 
the cauſe of fin undiſguiſed and in its native form. 
1s there a crime without an apologiſt, or one 
diſgraceful action without a ſpecious name? Is im- 
e ee re Go ho ee, ©... Morality 
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morality any thing more than faſnion? Is not deiſm 
genius, and blaſphemy. ſpirit and courage ? Oithe 
goodly pretences of error, the plaufible pretexts of 
fin! How ſhould a youth horn in the lap of Error, 
nouriſhed and cheriſhed with her milk, ſurrounded 
with people all in error like himſelf, where every 
thing is in diſguſe, how ſhould he, if his heart be 
depraved, how ſhall he reſiſt a magic ſo full of 
charms! Depraved mankind 1 |. inſtead; of perſecut - 
ing you for embraeing only five out of five thouſand 
| truths of religion, Iwill pitj and eſteem you, and a- 
dore the grace hat emboldens you to admit the five: 
« You may be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire.“ Had I, de- 
praved like you, perhaps more than you, had I 
been ſo powerfully attacked by error, I might not 
have been ſaved at all. 21111 1 181] 


liberality, in the third place, becauſe eue part of 
the chriſtian religion inculcatet (generoſity. © Chriſtianity 
gives us a character of God; but, my God what a 
character does it give] God is Love. Chriſtianity 
teaches the doctrine of providence; but what 
providence : Upon, whom :doth not its /ight\ ariſe! I 
© there an animalcule ſo little, or a wretch ſo forlorn, 
Jas to be forſaken and forgotten of his God ? Chriſ- 
tanity teaches the doctrine of redemption; but the 
redemption of whom? Of all tongues, kindred, na- 
tions and people; of the infant of a ſpan, and the 


A inner of a hundred. years old: a redemption gener- 
or dus in its principle, generous in its price, generdus 


in its effects, fixed ſentiments of divine munificence; 
Ind revealed with a liberality, for which we have 
o ͤ name. In a word, the illiberal chriſtian always 
acts contrary to the ſpirit of his religion; the libe- 
man alone thoroughly underſtands it. 

; 9 5 Fourthly,- 


| fpiris is exemplified in the infallible guides whom we 


br: herbs, ut why doſt tou judge thy brother? We ſhall 
 allſtandbefo the jadg ent ſeat of Chriſt? We oft- 


| oo 7 little bee 


_ odious which is 


others. Phey, who have ſuch powers, and have in- 
| corporated them with chriſtiaifity, have derived 
them from ſome other cauſe; for e wiſdom that-is" 


from 
fo:to ſpeak, defies-the unarailing rage of W 


(/ ro 3 
Fourthly, we ſhould be liberal, MEA no: other 


profeſs to follow. I ſet one Paul againſt a whole 
army of uninſpired men: Some preach Chriſt of 
* and ſome of envy and fivife. What then? 
| is preached: and I therein do rejoice, yea and 

ce. One cateth all things, another eateth 


en enquĩre what was the doctrine of Chriſt, and what 
was the practice of Chriſt: ſuppoſe we were to in- 
ſtitute a third-queſtion;; of what em was Chriſt ? 
Once more: We ſhould be liberal as well as or- 
thodox, becauſetruth, eſpecially the truths of chriſ- 
tianity, de not want any from our illiberality. 
ard its 2 honey _ — 
per its little li depend a little 
— — Lal the fene bull 
ſhake his head and nod his horn, and threaten his 
enemy who ſeeks to eat his fleſhy and wear his 
and lives 4 death: poor fellow |- hid life is i in 
danger; I forgire his bellowing and his rage. But 
tlie chriſtian religion; is that in danger ? and what 
humaf efforts can render _ — which is falſe, 
iſtianity. is in no- 

nger, and therefore i — its: profeſſors life, and 
. and all things except a power of injuring: 


abave it pure, peaceable, gentle, firm as a'rock; and, 


ing waves; rer 


11 e he protein rin 


K 5 5 


a wiſe and innocent policy. The bigot lives at home; 
"A _— he crawled into exiſtence, and there in his 
hole he lurks a reptile ſtill. A generous chriſtian 
goes out of his own party, aſſociates with others, 
and gains improvement by all. The pride of ſome 
chriſtians is ſo great, that they cannot conceive 
there ſhould be any thing true which they do not 
underſtand, or any thing excellent which they 
not poſſeſs. They cannot bear contradiction; 
conceiving themſelves as models of religion, they - 
judge of the perfection of others by the proportion - 
Mey bear to Kemſelves, So near me, ſo near or- 
thodoxy: ſo much like me, ſo much like What a 
man ought to be: ſo many features of me, fo much _ 
reſemblance of ſeſus Chriſt. O heart of man! dl. 
ceitful above all things and deſperately wicked! who can 
know thee? It is a Perſian proverb, a liberal hand ir 
better than a ffromg arm. The dignity of chriſtiani 

is better ſupported by acts of Ly 4's than by ac 
curacy of reaſoning : but when both go 15 
when a man of ſentiments can clearly ſtate and 
ably defend his religious principles, and when his 
heart is as generous as his principles are inflexible, 
he poſſeſſes ſtrength and beauty in an eminent de- 
gree. May God of his infinite mercy diſfuſt a rich 
abundance of this ſpirit among all good men!,- 
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